
The children of Crossroad need your help more now than ever. There are lots of 
ways you can help.  Pray for the children, staff and the Board of Directors. Re-

member us in your will, bequest or planned gift. Collect Campbell's labels & Box 
Tops for Education. Simply clip the UPC barcode off of your favorite General Mills 

and Campbell’s products and mail them to Crossroad. Make quilts for our annual 
Car Show & Quilt Auction., or volunteer and attend. Take a tour of our campus.  
Attend our May dinner event. Bring a work camp. Designate Crossroad as your 

VBS project.  Let us know if your church has grant opportunities for us. Volunteer.  
Use our bulletin inserts and placemats. Invite us to speak for programs & worship 
services. Remember us with your financial support. Crossroad is also in great need 
of the items listed below, in new or gently used condition.                Thank you for 

your support and generosity!                    
Together we can create promising futures for children—whatever it takes! 

  
General household Items 
♦ Dishes 
♦ Mixers 
♦ Microwaves 
♦ Toasters 
♦ Cookie Sheets 
♦ Pans 
♦ Lamps 
♦ Small Tool Sets 

School Items 
♦ Notebook Paper 
♦ Folders 
♦ Calculators 
♦ Scissors 
♦ Construction Paper 
♦ Laptop Computers 

and Desktop Com-
puters for kids going 
to college 

Personal Hygiene 
♦ Deodorant 
♦ Toothbrush 
♦ Toothpaste 
♦ Toilet Paper 
♦ Tissues 
♦ Comb/Brush/Piks 
♦ Men’s body spray 
♦ Lotion 

Miscellaneous Items 
♦ Stuffed Animals with 

soft faces and no beans 
♦ Wii Games 
♦ Educational Games 
♦ Art Kits 
♦ Recreational/Sports 

Equipment 
♦ Swimsuits 
♦ Beach Towels 
♦ Journals 

Furniture Needed 
♦ TV 
♦ Twin beds 
♦ Dinette Sets 
♦ Chairs 
♦ Couch 
♦ Appliances 
 

IL/TL Items 
♦ Multi Purpose Cleaners 
♦ Broom & Dustpan 
♦ Mirrors 
♦ Razors (for shaving) 
♦ Measuring Cups  
♦ Cooking Utensils 
♦ Resume Paper 

During these tough financial times, we are faced with many serious 
issues. We are faced with lower census due to financial fears of those 
who place children, lowered revenue from fees for services, late pay-
ments from those who owe us fees for services, fewer staff to do the 
work, lower or no investment income, and lower charitable  giving.  
 

In a severe recession everyone is touched, everyone suffers, and   
everyone has to adjust. Crossroad has to adjust too.   

But, the children still need us!  
And we need you more than ever.  Meet two of our children... 

         
Crossroad, a not-for-profit treatment provider with a mission relation-
ship to the United Church of Christ, has been helping children and 
families for more than 125 years. Crossroad’s mission is to create 
promising futures for children in difficult circumstances by providing 
therapy, education and family support services. Crossroad provides 
both residential and non-residential services for children ages 6 and 
up who are very seriously emotionally troubled. Many of them are 
not only emotionally troubled but may also be medically fragile, or 
Mentally Retarded/Developmentally Disabled. The children we serve 
at Crossroad have very high risk factors, as do their families. They 
need our help. 

Crossroad 
2525 Lake Ave., Fort Wayne, Indiana 46805, 260.484.4153 

www.crossroad-fwch.org 



Meet *Gina  
Gina was sexually abused by a day care provider for several years 
before she even started school.  As a young teen, she was abused 
by an extended family member.  Gina became very untrusting and 
angry.  She survived by trying to control all those things that she 
could control.  She often lied.  She became an artful manipulator 
to try to get other people to do what she wanted them to do.  One 
of the things that Gina could control was what she ate.  She con-
trolled her food intake until her anorexia threatened her life.  She 
fell behind in school; she quit trying.  Like many Crossroad kids, 
Gina was in other places before she arrived at what would liter-
ally and figuratively be a Crossroad in her life.  She had been in 
two psychiatric hospitals and one other facility like Crossroad 
before she came to us. 
 
Gina made many changes in her life after she came to Crossroad.  
She learned to build better relationships with others, realizing that 
not every one will victimize her and some people are deserving of 
her trust.  Gina struggled in school but staff encouraged her to try 
again every time she wanted to give up.  Last year, she was 
graduated from high school here on our campus. Standing in front 
of a room of her teenage peers, she spoke without embarrassment 
or restraint.  She spoke directly to her family that was present and 
to those Crossroad staff members who had helped her in her jour-
ney.  She called each person by name, looked them squarely in 
the eye, and shared one meaningful thing that they had done to 
help her heal.  Her messages were messages of love, gratitude, 
and forgiveness.  Tears flowed throughout the room.  Staff mem-
bers left with the gift of being valued and being reminded why 
they come to work every day.  Gina left with an education which 
she described as “one thing that no one can ever 
take away from me.” 
*Names have been changed to protect the identity of the child 

Meet *Jake 
It’s fun to look backward when someone succeeds.  It’s harder to 
look forward when the child is new and the obstacles seem so 
large.  Meet one of our newer residents.  Jake is only seven years 
old.  He was born with cocaine in his system.  The Department of 
Child Services removed him from his Mother shortly after his 
birth.  He has been adopted by new parents, full of anticipation of 
having the child they always wanted.  Sadly, as Jake has grown 
older his problems have gotten so big that his adoptive parents 
desperately need help with him.  Jake has mild mental retardation 
and also appears to have some similar emotional problems as his 
biological parents.  He hears voices telling him to do things.  He 
hits and kicks other children. He has been aggressive with his 
teacher. Before he came to Crossroad, he stabbed a classmate 
with a pair of scissors.  At seven years old, Jake had already been 
in a psychiatric hospital 3 times.  He now lives in Crossroad’s 
Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility.   
 
What lies ahead for Jake?  How will we help him function better 
in his life?  Will the outcome be as good for Jake as it was for 
Gina?  It’s too early to tell.  But, be assured that we’ll try.        
And try.        And try.  
 
Crossroad’s vision statement assures that we are “Creating posi-
tive futures for children – whatever it takes.”  With your help, we 
can positively change the futures for young people.   
 
Thank you for your prayers and your gifts!   
They are crucial and we are grateful.   


